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Why SEEA Matters

Traditional GDP ignores 

ecosystem depletion.

SEEA integrates environment 

+ economy.

Supports green growth, 

inclusive development, and 

SDGs.



One Environment: Two Perspectives

CENTRAL FRAMEWORK
Assets

ECOSYSTEM ACCOUNTING
Services

Timber Water Fish Forests
e.g. flood control

Rivers
e.g. water purification e.g. recreation

Coasts

• Focus: Physical & 

monetary flows of 

resources.

• Aligns with SNA to 

measure 

efficiency, 

depletion, 

sustainability.

• Focus: Ecosystem extent, 

condition, & services.

• Includes provisioning, regulating, 

cultural services.

• Goes beyond GDP: captures 

non-market values.

SEEA Central Framework (CF)/& SEEA Ecosystem Accounting (EA)



1. Early adopter of SEEA since 1990s.

3. Accounts developed: Water, Land, Minerals,

Forestry, Fisheries, Tourism, Ecosystems.

4. Institutional support: NSA, MEFT, MAWLR, MFPE

Namibia NCA work supported by  UNSTAT (Trainers of trainers on SEEA ,GIZ 

Resmob Project: feasibility study on NCA was developed in 2016/17 among others

• Resmob project attempted to fund NSA position – hindered by sustainability due 

to NSA future funding challenges

• Namibia is part of the Gaborone Declaration

4. Backed by WAVES, 

GIZ value project & 

NCAVES projects

Namibia’s Leadership / Namibia’s Natural Capital Accounting (NCA) Journey

2, TWG on NCA (National Task Force) works 

NCA to expand to include Ecosystem Accounts 

– needs strengthening. Early work on NCA in 

Namibia were funded by SIDA, USAID and the 

life projects 1993-2004
5. Natural Resource 

Accounts/Natural Capital 

Accounts prioritized in NBSAPs 

& Coordination: Decentralized in 

2005 → Dormant → MEFT-led 

since 2016



NCA Challenges

Low prioritization at political & 
management levels.01

No sustainable funding for accounts 
& positions02

Limited technical skills within line 
ministries.03

Data gaps: mostly manual, hard 
copies, limited electronic databases04

Confidentiality issues (e.g., 
mineral reserves data)

05



Key Findings from Accounts

Diamonds: 79.9% of mineral production (2018). (Barry, 

2023; NSA, 2019)
.  

Forestry: 0.2% GDP, 65% biomass in North-east - Namibia  

(NSA 2020, UNFCCC 2023)

Tourism: 4.8% GDP, 7.2% employment (NSA 2021)

Fisheries: 3,2 % (2007) & 2.7 (2019) GDP, 

& >85% export share.(NSA, 2021)

01
Groundwater: 60% of national water use.(Shikongo, 

A. (2021). The Namibian. Link)
.  



drought planning & 

allocation

Water 

account   1

CBNRM & bush-to-

energy.

Forestry 

account    2

job creation & 

investment.

Tourism 

Account   3

land use & 

biodiversity 

planning.

Ecosystem 

accounts  4

Policy Impacts



Namibia leads in water & tourism accounts.

South Africa → land accounts; Botswana → 

minerals

Kenya → climate-linked ecosystem accounts.

Namibia seen as continental leader.

Namibia in Regional Context



Strengthen coordination 
under MEFT and NSA 

through a dedicated inter-
ministerial SEEA task force

2

Raise awareness of 

SEEA and natural 

capital accounts at 

Cabinet, Parliament, 

and senior 

management levels.

Enhance regional and 

international collaboration to 

share knowledge and best 

practices.

Raise 

awareness of 

SEEA and 

natural capital 

accounts at 

Cabinet, 

Parliament, and 

senior 

management 

levels.

1

Secure 

dedicated 

funding for the 

Namibia 

Statistics 

Agency (NSA) 

and relevant line 

ministries to 

jointly develop 

accounts.

Establish training 

programs with 

NUST and 

UNAM, including 

short-term 

courses and 

degree-level 

programs

Provide regular 

capacity-

building 

opportunities 

for Technical 

Working Group 

(TWG) 

members

3

4

Strengthen 

coordination under 

MEFT and NSA 

through a 

dedicated inter-

ministerial SEEA 

task force

Invest in geospatial 

and integrated data 

systems to support 

comprehensive 

environmental-

economic analysis.

Build technical capacity 

in valuation, modelling, 

and linking SEEA 

outputs directly to 

NDP6, Vision 2030, and 

Green and Circular 

Economy initiatives.

Enhance regional and 

international collaboration 

to share knowledge and 

best practices.

6
5

7

8

Strategic Recommendations



Stage 1

SEEA + SNA 

integration = better, 

greener planning.

Stage 2

Namibia shows 

feasibility and 

leadership.

Stage 3

With capacity, data, 

and policy uptake, 

Namibia can 

become a 

continental model 

for sustainable 

development 

accounting.

Conclusion

This framework shows how SEEA CF and SEEA EA link with

the SNA to align environmental and economic data, ensuring

Namibia’s development goals—Vision 2030 and NDP6—

integrate sustainability into national planning.



Thanks!

Any questions?
You can find me at

● Ningiree.Kavezepa@meft.gov.na

● +264 812 599 882 12

mailto:Ningiree.Kavezepa@meft.gov.na

